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NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD

This Funding Announcement is not a request for applications.  This announcement is to 
provide public notice of the National Park Service’s intention to fund the following 
project activities without full and open competition.

ABSTRACT
Funding 
Announcement
Number

NP8548110037-P11AT83685

Project Title Inventory and Monitoring
Recipient Mountains Restoration Trust
Principle 
Investigator / 
Program 
Manager

Stacey Ostermann-Kelm
Agreements Technical Representative
Mediterranean Coast Inventory and Monitoring Program
401 W. Hillcrest, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
Stacey_Ostermann@nps.gov

Total Anticipated 
Award Amount $156,817.56

Cost Share None
New Award or 
Continuation? Continuation 

Anticipated 
Length of 
Agreement

Sept. 30 2015

Anticipated 
Period of 
Performance

Sept 01, 2011 to Sept 30, 2015

Award 
Instrument

Cooperative Agreement Existing

Statutory 
Authority

16 USC 1g United States Code Title 16 (conservation) chapter 1, 
(National Parks, Military Parks, Monuments and Seashores, 
(subchapter I) National Park Service, 1g (Cooperative Agreements)

CFDA # and Title 15.944
Single Source 
Justification 
Criteria Cited

(4) Unique Qualifications
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NPS Point of 
Contact

Kristina Bliss, Contract Specialist
National Park Service,
Kristina_Bliss@nps.gov

Page 1
OVERVIEW, RECIPIENT AND NPS SUBSTANTIAL INVOLVEMENT

The objective of this agreement is to provide for cooperative implementation of 
inventory, monitoring and science communication projects and programs to improve the 
understanding of Mediterranean type ecosystems in and surrounding the Mediterranean 
Coast Network of parks which include: Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation 
Area, Cabrillo National Monument, and Channel Islands National Park. More 
specifically, the objective of this agreement if to assist NPS staff in the analysis of 
monitoring data, program evaluation, and development of new sampling designs, as well 
as reporting and science communication.

The Mediterranean Coast Network of the NPS Inventory and Monitoring Program 
(MEDN) is part of the National Park Service’s effort to improve park management 
through greater reliance on scientific knowledge. As such, the MEDN collects and 
organizes data, and tracks the status and trends of the network’s natural resources through 
analysis, synthesis, and modeling. Substantial involvement on the part the National Park 
Service is anticipated for the successful completion of the objectives to be funded by this award.  
In particular, the National Park Service will be responsible for the following:

• Providing financial assistance in the amount of $156,818.00 to help in the obtaining 
qualified individuals to assist with meeting facilitation, science communication, data 
analysis and reporting, program evaluation, and presentations on monitoring data or 
methodology.  

• Providing technical expertise for all aspects of Vital Signs monitoring programs, 
including: program evaluation, protocol development and implementation, data 
analysis, reporting and presentation. It is important that regular communication be 
maintained between the contractor and MEDN staff.  

• Providing technical expertise on website content. 
• Scheduling and providing facilities for meetings. 

SINGLE-SOURCE JUSTIFICATION

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
SINGLE SOURCE POLICY REQUIREMENTS

Department of the Interior Policy (505 DM 2) requires a written justification which 



3

explains why competition is not practicable for each single-source award.  The 
justification must address one or more of the following criteria as well as discussion of 
the program legislative history, unique capabilities of the proposed recipient, and cost-
sharing contribution offered by the proposed recipient, as applicable.

In order for an assistance award to be made without competition, the award must satisfy 
one or more of the following criteria:

(1) Unsolicited Proposal – The proposed award is the result of an unsolicited 
assistance application which represents a unique or innovative idea, method, or 
approach which is not the subject of a current or planned contract or assistance 
award, but which is deemed advantageous to the program objectives;

(2) Continuation – The activity to be funded is necessary to the satisfactory 
completion of, or is a continuation of an activity presently being funded, and for 
which competition would have a significant adverse effect on the continuity or 
completion of the activity;

(3) Legislative intent – The language in the applicable authorizing legislation or 
legislative history clearly indicates Congress’ intent to restrict the award to a 
particular recipient of purpose; 

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the 
activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property 
ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical 
expertise, or other such unique qualifications;

(5) Emergencies – Program/award where there is insufficient time available (due to a 
compelling and unusual urgency, or substantial danger to health or safety) for 
adequate competitive procedures to be followed.

The National Park Service did not solicit full and open competition for this award based 
the following criteria:

(4) Unique Qualifications – The applicant is uniquely qualified to perform the 
activity based upon a variety of demonstrable factors such as location, property 
ownership, voluntary support capacity, cost-sharing ability if applicable, technical 
expertise, or other such unique qualifications.  Mountains Restoration Trust, a 
local private non-profit organization, has been established for the purposes of 
preserving natural resources on public and private lands and providing volunteer 
and educational opportunities for the public.  

MRT has a unique combination of knowledge of local natural resources and 
experience managing students for natural resource projects – a combination that is 
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especially suitable to the needs and goals of this project. MRT project 
management and technical expertise complements rather than duplicates NPS 
expertise and will greatly improve the effectiveness of the work to be performed 
under this task agreement.  


